Name:
Worksheet for Revising Your Thesis Statement


Good Thesis Statement Checklist
· Concise (one sentence, two max)
· Clear (accessible enough to be understood early in the essay)
· Specific (avoids vague generalities; shows what the essay is about)
· Debatable (a person could reasonably disagree)
· Interesting (unexpected; pushes beyond the obvious; insightful)

Exercise 1: Of the following thesis statements, which one contains all five elements of the good thesis statement checklist?
1: Sappho’s poetry and Lysistrata both discuss the pros and cons of marriage for women.
2: Although Sappho rejects marriage and values virginity, whereas Adichie views virginity and marital status as concepts that should be inconsequential, both Sappho’s poetry and A Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions advocate for the elevation of women’s role in society. 
3: Persepolis and Plato’s Allegory of the Cave show that you should stand up for what you believe in, even when it’s difficult. 
Your explanation of why you chose the one you did: 



Exercise 2: Read the two pairs of thesis statements below. Circle which thesis statement you think is better. Beneath the pair of thesis statements, briefly explain why you think the one you chose is better.
Thesis Statement A: Although Medea and A Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions both challenge their societies’ positioning of women, they ultimately differ in their perspectives on motherhood: Medea, especially through the opinions of the chorus, holds motherhood up as an ideal, whereas Adichie teaches that family status does not define a woman’s worth.
Thesis Statement B: Medea and A Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions portray different roles for women with Medea showing a negative reaction to feminism and A Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions showing a positive reaction to feminism.
Your explanation of why you chose the one you did: 




Thesis Statement A: Lysistrata and A Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions have similar elements and discussions of intolerance outlined by Plato’s Allegory of the Cave.
Thesis Statement B: Exemplifying the cave people’s outrage towards the escaped man in Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, Lysistrata and A Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions demonstrate society’s inability to accept ideas that do not conform to tradition. 
Your explanation of why you chose the one you did: 



Exercise 3: Write your current thesis statement for your paper below.  
Current Thesis Statement: 


Optional: Show your thesis statement to a classmate or friend. Ask them to give you 2-3 suggestions for how to improve your thesis statement. 
Your Partner’s Name: 
Your Partner’s 2-3 Suggestions: 




Keeping in mind the essential qualities of a good thesis statement, write a new and improved version of your thesis statement below. 
Here are some thesis statement templates, in case you need help with organization:
1: Through [evidence], [text] shows/demonstrates [significance].
2: Through [evidence], [text] reveals that [claim]; therefore, [text] shows us that [significance].
3: While/although [concession to opposing viewpoint], [your claim], because/since [evidence or reasons].
Your Revised Thesis Statement:
		(turn)
