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Generating a Thesis Statement (in 4 steps!)                Talia Argondezzi & Annalise Koup

Step 1: Topic

Question: What do you want to write about in your essay?
Example: I want to write about the concepts of holiness and justice in Plato’s Euthyphro.
Your template to fill in: I want to write about ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. [Hint: Be specific!]

Step 2: Problem

Question: What is something that interests you about this topic, some mystery or intriguing element?
Example: The interesting/intriguing/weird aspect about this topic that I want to explore is that in Euthyphro, Euthyphro and Socrates are unable to define what is “holy” because it is ultimately subjective, similar to how the idea of “justice” is different for each person.
Your template to fill in: I want to write about [Step 1 answer] because I want to explore _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Step 3: Purpose

Question: What are you trying to convince your readers of? Why does it matter; why is it significant?
Example: I want to convince my readers that just as the concept of “holiness” is subjective based on the whims of the gods, so too is the concept of justice based on the whims of a jury.
Your template to fill in: I want to write about [Step 1 answer] because I want to explore [Step 2 answer] in order to show my reader 
	_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Step 4: Make a Claim!

Claim: A statement of your position, which other people might not necessarily agree with.
Example: Socrates in Plato’s Euthyphro reveal that holiness and justice are subjective terms in which holiness is based on the contradicting wishes of multiple gods, and justice is based on the differing opinions of a jury.
Your Claim: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Note: You are very early in the writing process, so you might not know exactly what you want to claim. What you have just created is called a provisional or working thesis statement. After you draft your essay and revise it, change your thesis statement so that it reflects the new ideas you developed while writing. 
