Revising for Organization: Topic Sentences and Paragraph Order

Step 1: Copy and paste your thesis statement:

Step 2: Copy and paste the topic sentence of each paragraph:

Step 3: If you find any paragraphs that don’t have a topic sentence, or whose topic sentence is unclear, write any missing ones now, and revise any unclear ones. Type the new and revised topic sentences here: 

Step 4: Now, read your thesis statements and topic sentences, in the order they appear in your paper, all in a row. Do the topic sentences each clearly contribute to proving the thesis statement? 

Step 5: If any topic sentences do not clearly relate to the thesis statement, either rework the paragraphs to make them more relevant to your main idea/thesis statement, or revise your thesis statement to more accurately reflect your ideas. What changes did you make based on this step?

Step 6: Read the topic sentences again, all in a row. Do the topic sentences progress logically from one to the next, building new ideas on old ones? 

Step 7: If you find any topic sentences/paragraphs that seem out of place, or whose placement seems illogical or unnecessary, rework the paragraphs so their order will make sense to the reader. What changes did you make based on this step? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Optional Step 8: Exchange drafts with a classmate or friend, and give each other feedback on the organization and “flow” of the paper. Consider the relationship between the paragraphs—in other words, the flow from one paragraph to the next. Consider whether the transitions between ideas clear, and find places where the transitions are harder to follow. Ask your partner to give you 2-3 concrete suggestions for revising your organization (and, if applicable, be sure to give your partner 2-3 concrete suggestions for revising their organization!). What did your partner suggest to you, and what changes did you make based on your partner’s suggestions? 

