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Practice: Topic Sentences and the MEAL Plan

Instructions: Label each element of the MEAL Plan (Main Idea, Evidence, Analysis, and Link) in this paragraph. Then answer the questions posed after the paragraph. 

The norms of a society dictate what is acceptable in that state, inspire its rules and laws, and can often lead to prejudice and discrimination against minority groups like LGBTQ+ people. In the government Locke describes, the only valid origin of a political society is “the consent of freemen capable of majority, to unite and incorporate into such a society” (Locke 20). The government rules for the free people who have entered into this society, and creates laws based on their needs, rights and desires. In order to represent the will of the people, “the majority have a right to act and conclude the rest” (Locke 19). While majority rule works well for the people in the majority, people in the minority who have opinions and views less represented in a given society are often subject to the enforcement of policies they do not agree with.  These smaller populations and minorities, especially those that the majority of the population or mainstream society discriminates against, like the LGBTQ+ community, have to fight against social and political pressure to reject the rule of the majority. As a result, their rights can be more easily infringed upon, as Alison and Bruce Bechdel experience in Fun Home.

1- What does the Main Idea sentence/topic sentence tell you about the rest of the paragraph? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]

2- How does the writer balance and transition between Evidence and Analysis?



3- Based on the Link sentence, what do you think this whole essay is about? What is the relationship between the ideas in this paragraph and the overall paper?
