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Your thesis statement, a statement of the main argument of your paper that usually comes at the end of the first paragraph, should be….

· Concise (one sentence, two max)
· Clear (accessible enough to be understood early in the essay)
· Specific (avoids vague generalities; shows what the essay is about)
· Debatable (a person could reasonably disagree)
· Interesting (unexpected; pushes beyond the obvious; insightful)

If you don’t have a draft and are still brainstorming: Write a rough draft of a thesis statement that tries to fulfill all these criteria. Then, share it with a partner and get some feedback. Once you receive the feedback, revise the thesis statement. 


















If you are reading a partner’s draft: First, identify their thesis statement. Next, go through this checklist. Which of the traits (concise, clear, specific, debatable, and interesting) does the thesis statement have? Which does it lack, or does it need more work on? How can this thesis statement be improved?




The MEAL Plan

To be complete and satisfying, analytical body paragraphs should each contain the following elements:

Main idea: What claim are you making in this paragraph?
Evidence: What sources do you have that support, refute, or complicate your claim? 
Analysis: What does your evidence mean? What is interesting or noteworthy about your evidence? 
Link: How does this relate to the overall main idea of your essay? How does this relate to other ideas in your essay?


If you don’t have a draft and are still brainstorming: Following the MEAL plan, generate an outline for a body paragraph or two. Then, show them to a partner and get some feedback. Once you receive the feedback, continue to write the body paragraphs, and revise them. 












If you are reading a partner’s draft: Go through each paragraph and label the sentences according to whether they are the main idea, evidence, analysis, or link. Are any paragraphs missing some elements? Are some sentences not contributing enough to content to be meaningful? How could your partner improve their body paragraphs?  
