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Rubric for General Education Competency
Critical analysis and reasoning (adapted from AAC&U Critical Thinking VALUE Rubric)
	Students should be able to…
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	2
	1

	Criterion A:
Explain issues/problems that will be considered critically
	Issue/problem in need of analysis is introduced clearly and described comprehensively and/or with nuance.
	Issue/problem is introduced, described, and clarified.
	Issue/problem is introduced, but descriptions and clarifications are limited or partly unclear.
	Issue/problem is
not clearly introduced and/or lacks description or clarification.

	Criterion B:
Use sources (evidence) to investigate issues/problems
	Sources and positions on the issue/problem are clearly, accurately, thoroughly, and purposefully explained, analyzed and synthesized with nuance and sophistication. 

	Sources and positions on the issue/problem are clearly and accurately, purposefully explained and analyzed.
	Sources and positions on the issue/problem are introduced.
	Sources and positions on the issue/problem are unclear.

	Criterion C:
Take a position (draw a conclusion) based on analysis of evidence 

	Specific position thoughtfully takes into account the complexities of an issue, including possible limits of the position. It is logically tied to a range of evidence, including opposing evidence or viewpoints.
	Specific position takes into account the complexities of an issue. It is logical and tied to evidence.  
	Specific position acknowledges different sides of an issue but is simplistic or obvious. 
	Specific position is unclear, illogical, or inconsistently tied to evidence discussed.
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